Young Duncan Wasson

Duncan James Wasson was the son of Joseph and Carrie Wasson. He was born in
1885, and raised with his two older sisters on a farm that Joe rented from his
parents, John and Jemima Wasson. He married Esther Gensicke in October 1921,
and they settled down to farm life the following spring. This note covers the
years between his birth and marriage.

Duncan James Wasson was born on April 19, 1885 to Joseph R. and Carrie Sawyer Wasson on the
family farm owned by his grandparents just to the west of Onslow in Madison Township, Jones
County, lowa. Joe and Carrie had married on February 5, 1879 at the home of her parents,
Samuel and Ellen Sawyer.

e For more about Joe and Carrie Wasson, see Joe and Carrie Wasson.

e For more about Samuel and Ellen Sawyer, see Samuel and Ellen Sawyer.

Duncan was the third of their three children. His two older sisters included the following:

e Ellen “Ella” Jemima Wasson, born April 30, 1880, in Madison Township, Jones County,
lowa

o Jessie (likely short for Jeannette) Gertrude Wasson, born May 27, 1882, in Madison
Township, Jones County, lowa
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This cradle originally belonged to Joe and Carrie. It was used by Duncan and his sisters.

Joe and Carrie appear to have named their children after relatives on both sides of the family.
Duncan James Wasson was named after a pair of uncles. Carrie’s uncle Duncan McNeil served in
the Union Army during the Civil War. He was killed in a magazine explosion at Fort Fisher in North
Carolina the morning after Union forces captured the fort in January 1865. Duncan’s uncle James
Wasson — one of Joe’s brothers — died from inflammation of the bowels about a year before
Duncan was born.

e For more about Duncan McNeil, see Duncan McNeil (1839-1865), Civil War Soldier and
His Legacy.

e For more about James Wasson, see James Wasson (1852-1884).

Joe and Carrie lived on the farm that Joe’s parents, John and Jemima Wasson, purchased in 1864.
John and Jemima retired from farming at about the time that Joe and Carrie got married, and
moved onto a small second residence built towards the front of the property. Joe rented the
farm from his parents. This included the main house, farm buildings and most of the land, but
excluded the second residence and a small amount of land set aside for John and Jemima to use
for their garden and orchard. Joe continued to rent this farm from his parents —and then from
his mother after his father died in 1888 — until early 1906 when the farm was sold. It was here
that Duncan and his sisters were raised.
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Andreas Jansen stands in front of his farm, what was the John Wasson Farm that he acquired
from the Jemima Wasson estate in 1906. This undated photo was likely taken between 1907
and 1915, after Jansen expanded the main farm house and added a barn.

The former John Wasson Farm in 2021

Young Duncan Wasson



e For more about John and Jemima Wasson and their life in lowa, see John and Jemima
Wasson in lowa.

e For more about the John Wasson Farm, see The John Wasson Farm, Madison Township,
Jones County, lowa.

Early Years

I have turned up little specific information about Duncan’s early years. He would have attended
school in Onslow. The one-room Wasson School that had stood across the road from the Wasson
farm had closed years before when a consolidated Onslow school district was organized, and was
moved to a different location and used for storage.

It is not clear whether Duncan actually graduated from the school in Onslow. He and his sisters
were not listed in the known records of those students who graduated from Onslow schools.

v

| - 5

)
= r

The two-room school in town that Duncan would have initially attended (left); a new public
school was built in 1898, which is where Duncan would have finished his education (right).
However, | haven’t found any articles that actually mention Duncan and school.

The Wassons were active in the Onslow Presbyterian Church. Grandfather John Wasson helped
to raise money for the church building and for a time served as a church trustee, and
grandmother Jemima Wasson worked at the church until her health declined. Aunt Jeannette
Wasson Sim taught Sunday School there for more than forty years, and her husband David served
several terms as a church elder. Duncan attended this church, and was baptized and confirmed
here, although as an adult he rarely attended church.
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Onslow Presbyterian Church
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Jessie and Duncan, probably in the early 1890s
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During these years, social news about the Wassons reported on family birthdays, the purchase
of a piano, their hosting an ice cream social to raise money for the church, injuries, visiting
relatives, and some of their own travels, all fairly typical of Onslow area families at the time.

Duncan’s grandfather John died in 1888. His grandmother Jemima continued to live on the farm
with Joe and his family, although she remained in the second house until she became too infirm
to live alone. At that point, Jemima moved in with her daughter Mary Gridley, but they clashed,
so she moved in with Joe, Carrie and their children in January 1897.

Joe and Carrie Divorce

Not long after, Joe and Carrie separated. In July 1897, Carrie left for nearby Olin where her
mother Ellen lived to open a millinery store. Less than two weeks after Duncan’s 13™ birthday in
April 1898, Carrie moved to Stanwood, lowa, where she bought a house and took in boarders.
Carrie filed for divorce from Joe the following month. After ending the first case and refiling a
second case, their divorce was granted in October 1899.

Ella had finished high school by the time Carrie left, so she moved to Stanwood to live with her
mother. Jessie remained on the farm with her father and Duncan until she finished school at the
end of the 1898-1899 school year. Only then did she move to Stanwood. Duncan remained with
his father and grandmother Jemima on the farm.

Not long after this, Carrie and her mother Ellen moved to Cedar Rapids, lowa, as did one of her
boarders, Ralph Miller. Carrie and Ralph married in 1901.

Ella married Benjamin Spear in 1900, and they moved to Portage La Prairie, Manitoba, Canada.
Jessie moved to Canada with them. It was there where she met William McBride. Jessie and
William married in Cedar Rapids in January 1903 before returning to Canada.

After Ellen died, Carrie and Ralph moved to Portland, Oregon, but they divorced not long after
that. Carrie then moved to Canada to live with a daughter, although she eventually ended up
back in Cedar Rapids.

While his mother was living in Stanwood and then Cedar Rapids before moving to Portland, there
were a number of social news articles about Duncan visiting his mother. But these completely
stopped after she moved to Oregon. It appears that for some unknown reason, Duncan and
Carrie were estranged for the rest of her life, as | have not turned up any further articles reporting
visits between them, Duncan was not mentioned in articles about her death, and there were no
articles reporting that Duncan had traveled to Cedar Rapids for her funeral. (During those years,
there were a number of such articles regarding his wife Esther’s family.)
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Duncan’s nephew, Russell Duncan Spear, was born in December 1900. This photo includes

Jessie, Duncan, Russell and Ella, and was from 1901 when Duncan was about 16 years old.
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Duncan with his nephew Russell Duncan Spear
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Jessie returned to Cedar Rapids for her January 1903 wedding to William McBride. This photo
includes Ella, Jessie and Duncan, and was taken when Duncan was 17 years old.

Comment: Although the baby is identified as Russell Spear in the above photos, Russell
was born in December 1900, which would date those photos to 1901. But | think that
Duncan and his sisters all look somewhat older in those photos than they do in the photo
taken in 1903. Both Ella and Jessie gave birth in 1907 (daughter Leslie Spear and son
William Hobart McBride, respectively), and they were both in Cedar Rapids, lowa for
Christmas with their mother at the end of that year. Duncan, now 22, joined them for the
holiday, which would have given them the opportunity for joint photos that year

Duncan Grows up
As a maturing teenager and young adult, Duncan made the local news more often.

A 13-year-old Duncan (the 1898 article says he was 14) was mysteriously injured and returned to

his home on the farm west of Onslow after attending a dance. No one stepped forward to explain
what had happened or how Duncan got back home.
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Duncan the 14 year old son of Jos, MWis-
- came home this morning, with his h ul
badly injured, and could remember nothing
that had happened. There had been a
dance in fown and he had been staying
about the hall through the night. It scems
that some one living west of lown had
taken the boy and his horse home and put
them inside the gate as indicated by hugey
tracks, The bridle had been taken ofl' the
horse and the saddle left on, e, Scott was
called, but so fur has been unable to find o
fracture of the skull. Mr. Wasson wonld
like very much to learn how the boy re-
ceived hiis injuries. Why the parties who
helped bim home did not fake the tronbhie
10 go to the door and report is strange,

Monticello Express, October 6, 1898

Duncan as a teenager
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Duncan would have had his regular farm chores, but Joe started including him on trips to livestock
sales and auctions. They would eventually become partners in livestock and real estate trading
as J.R. Wasson & Son. Duncan enjoyed going to livestock sales well into his later years, both for

business and for the social aspects.

0. C. Johnson and wife, J. B. Johnson
and J. R. and Duncan Wasson took in the
;tock show in Chxcago. Inst week

Mont/cello Express December 12, 1901

In October 1902, Duncan’s grandmother Jemima died. Joe, Duncan and a housekeeper continued
to live on the farm, as Joe had renewed his lease with his mother for the farm for another three

years shortly before Jemima died.

If Duncan graduated from high school, it likely would have been in 1902. Later that year, he
moved to Cedar Rapids to attend the Cedar Rapids Business College. He didn’t appear to attend
the school for very long, and there was no published indication of what he studied or whether he

completed his coursework there.

E:l Franks hus —fe-tlrr;e:i' ‘to the Cednr
Rapids Business College. Duncan Wasson
left Monday to enter the same school

Mhcnn cdlia e .. & resy -

Monticello Express, December 4, 1902

Duncan 'Wass'on an;i Ed' -F;ra'n'ks. students
at the Cedar Rapids Business College, spent
Bnnday at home.

Monticello Express, February5 1903

Cedar Rapids Business College, corner of 2”" Avenue and 5t Street, 1906

Young Duncan Wasson
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e in writing his ago, Mrs.
JEEEE, assistod by Mrs, W. 1L |/

In July 1903, Joe married twice-divorced Lydia Arnold, and she moved onto the John Wasson
Farm and became Duncan’s stepmother. Duncan had returned to the farm by early 1904. Joe
and Lydia divorced in March 1907, and neither was mentioned in the other’s obituary. But while
they were married, Joe and Lydia appeared in typical social news stories, including when Lydia
hosted a surprise party for Duncan’s 19% birthday.

waAawvs

A SURPRISE AT ONSLOW.

A very pleasant surpriso was played
on Mr. Duncan last Tuosday
night, the occasion boing his nine-
toenth birthday. DMr. and Mrs, Was-
son had invited in about a dozon of
his friends, who arrived about nine
o'clock, finding Duncan in his ola}!
clothes, thus taking him completely by
surprise. At an oarly hour, after
spending a vory pleasant evening in
music and games, tho merry crowd
started for home. ['articular notice
might be taken of this occasion as it
was his nineteenth hirthday, the nine-
teenth day of the month and in the
pineteenth hundredth year. It is
very rare for ono to have so many
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Aloxander nnd Verda Lytton, served a|.
vory nice suppor about twelve, which
was pronouncod superb by all, '

-

sse .a e

Anamosa Eureka, April 21, 1904

{ relntivos at Wyoming last Saturday
Mr. Williams and Dunpcan 050
‘{of Opslow, woro calling on lady

- -
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OLIN ITEMS,

Olin, May 17, 1004,
Frank Gordun, wifo and throe chil-
| dren, have beon visiting with friends
and relatives tho past few days,

Darid flutton is quito sick, Alox
1lutton who has been out wost was call
od and arrived boro Monday.

Irv. Merritt, of Cedar Rapids, was a
businese visitor the latter part of last
week

Miss Vorva Urninard visited with

friende in town Sunday.

Hanvre Ilinne anf Mashanicavilia

Anamosa Eureka, May 19, 1904

Young Duncan Wasson 11



Duncanson Wasson lost one of his
baggy horses {rom lock jaw.

MYdim CQenlia mwzvy o0 oL

Monticello Express, August 11, 1904 »

Duncan Wasson is at De Witt, at-
tending the fair and visiting his
mother.

Monticello E-Xpress, Se,;.)tember 14, 1905

FNEIT R W MUOIVIUDI JUAOP VITUYUN

Wasson want to DeWitt luat;
wesk to visit his wother,

RWETD MW e

Anamosa Eureka, January 11, 1906

The Sim-Wasson Farm

Joe had signed a new three-year lease for his parents’ farm shortly before Jemima died in October
1902. Her will left the farm to her surviving children who agreed to honor the lease before selling
the farm. The lease ran through early 1906, at which point the farm was sold to Andreas Jansen.

Although she had moved into town, Joe's sister Jeannette still owned the Sim Farm east of
Onslow, and had been renting it out to Harbison Orr. But Orr bought the Walston Farm next
door, and Joe began renting the Sim Farm, moving there on March 1, 1906.

Duncan would move there later, but in early 1906 he and his friend Will Dennison traveled out
to Los Angeles, California where they stayed for several months. While they were out there, they
served as pallbearers for a young woman from the Onslow area who had died in Los Angeles
while staying with relatives.
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CLAY VALLEY ITEMS.
Clay ‘Valley, March 14, 1906.

Ethel Ma$ Butler was born Feb. 13,
1885, near Onslow, lowa, and died at
‘he home of Mr, Ilenry Hoffman, at
Los Angeles, Cal.,, March 5th, 1906,
aged 21 years and 10 days. There are
feft to mourn her loss besides fathor
and mother, one brother, Ralph I.,
and two sisters, C. Vera and Daisy L.

The life of this lovsly young girl,
just on the threskhold of wowmanhood,
hag been mostly passed in her ch:ld-
hoed’s home., She was always an earn-
est helper in the church and Sunday
school from an early age. She unitod
with the Bethol P’rosbyterian church
about two years ago and was an over
willing helper in her Mastor's cause,
and ‘‘by ber life alone, gracious and
sweet, the better way was shown.”

She spont one rear at Cuo Collego
studying music, avd at the ond of tho
year taught anud her home circle,
ever faithful and true ip the work
with ber young frionds.

In Nov., 1904, sho went to Califor-
nia to sperd a year with relatives in
that state. In the early part ol last
fall she wag attacked by a severo cold
which rapidly assumed a sorious na-
ture. All that loving bands and
hearts could do was done, but of no
avail,

“And yot "twill oulsy be i sleep

When, with songs ;ind dewy lght,

sho will open her bine eyes

‘Neath tho palms of Paradise,

While wo [oolish vnes shisll weep,

On Tuesday afternoon of last work
funeral services were held at l.os An
geles, which were attended by many
former lowa people as well us many
Jown visitors now in tho city  The
tloral offorings were many and heauti-
ful. Immediately after the eervices,
Mr, Butler started with the romoin-
for bome, reaching here Friday even
ing, The burial services toik place
Bunday afternoon at Boathel In addi
tion to the California tlornl offarings
wore added many from homo friends,
Tho pall bearers were Messrs, Will
Dennpison, 2ih - Wasgon, Arthur
MoMaster, Porry Scroggio, Forest Hut-
ton and Chas, Green The choir sang
**Beautiful Isle of Somoswhere,’” ** Re
membered by VWhat 1 have [lone,”*
and *'Sometime We'll Understand *?

Those in attendance from n distance
were Mrs, Celia ‘Tebo, of Narragan
sott Pier, R, I, an nunt of the deceas
ed, and Miss Emma Shinkle and Mrs.
Margarot Shinkle, of Maquoketa, lowa

Mr. Butler and family desire to
thaok the many friends at homo and
absrord for therr many lindnesses
shown during th¢ siukpoers und deuth
of tbeir loved ono,

Mrg., Celia Tebo will remain for a
fow weelks’ visit with old time friends,
as it bas been # oumbier of years since
she bas visited at hor ol| home.

Anamosa Eureka, March 15, 1906

Young Duncan Wasson
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Duncan Wasson (left) and Will Dennison (right)

A camping party went over to tho
Maguoketa river last week, composed
of Me=xsrs. Kd. Franks and Charles
Hutton and swites aod Viber! _Mc
(Juown, Duncan Wasson nnd Misses
Laura Coburn and Carrie Miller

R AT ST M el i sl amnae,  Flhak

Anamosa Eureka, August 30, 1906; Carrie Miller was Duncan’s mother

ATEBINII A WVWE s g W

Wasson went to Uedar Rap-
ids last week to visit his mother.

aae  d SL5 (RO S a [

Anamosa Eureka, October 11, 1906

When Joe and Lydia separated in January 1907, Joe and Duncan hosted a group of local women
for some sewing and a feast.
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FESTIVITIES AT ONSLOW.

——

A Jolly Party at the Home of Joseph
i e and Son.

Somy of the capulilo Tudios of Onslow
and vicinity wore tvitud to gelier st
the home of Josoph Wasson wud Son ou
A Thursdny last, to tie comforbs nwd
thometiteh table linen. Thoy came
large numbers with their veedlos aud
thimbles, nod se industriously did
they work that in a foxw bLoure n good-
ly mlo of vomforts wore finisbed and
rendy for use, .\ delegation of the
ladies touk possersion «f tho Kiteben,
whoro their bost< had proveded abund-
ant maierials for a suhstuntial dinner,
and  soun savary edorcs hegan to assail
the olfactnry noriws of the diligent
| necdle workors, Two Jarge tables in
the diniog room, Inden with good
things, accommodated the guosls,
Compotes uf assorted fruil formed the
coentral decoration on vach table. On
boing sorved, tho company bogao to
use their knives and forks ns assid-
vously a8 thoy Liad heforo beun scen to
ply tueir necdies.

Porbaps it was tro tirely word of
| warning fromu the {Doctur, (who wae
| nlgo thierey, “*to he eareful,” that pro-
vonted any from beisyg rcapacitated
for work afier the sumpluous dipoer,
[n the ourly aftorpoon all tho suwing
wns fioisbed, Sowe of the Iadies re-
turned to their homes, othors remained
for an ovening's enjoyment. Tho
youong peoplu alwo guthered, seeming to
understand it wus ' VL Home'' uay at
Aebe ot REEEEDY larm ' They too were

roynily entertitned, tho oystors hoing
vory much to their hking.

At the close of the gveoing vue of
tho indies present, ou hehall ul those
"Fnssombled, in a few woll chosun words
madoe it known fo thoir hosts that az
Juny time they needod assistance thoy
| would conte promptly and williogly and
do uil* that their bands found Lo do.**
| This was cory gratifytog to Mr. Was
sun nnd hLis sun, who thaokod them
Loartily and oxpressed approcintion of
thoir Xkiodposs ond all tbe work thoy
‘"t had dooe that day.

Io theso farmiog cemmunities whoero
A the bonies aro scatterod, it doey us lots
uf good to gatber togetlor in & noigh-
bhor's houss '‘ence o su ofton,'’ to
break brend and exchaoge cpruivns
and got botter sequmnted. 1t alco in-
fuses iuvte our veips a little of that
*"pil of life,"" the Lrotborhuod of mno
spirit, which we all nced. Who will
bave the nesxt *‘comfort party™? If
‘{you invite thu Onslow ladies it will
surcly be n succoess.

One YWho was Thoro.

Anamosa Eureka (left), Janu;rygl, 1907
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Stock ehipments up to Tueeday thie
week are 10 cars. Namely: Johnston
Bros. 4 of cattle and 1 of hogs; Wasson
& Son, 2 of cattle and 1 of hogs; S. O.
Fowler and N. J, Paul, each 1 car of
cattle,

Monticello Express, February 21, 1907

During these years, the social news showed an increased closeness between Duncan and his aunt
Jeannette, such as her hosting his 22" birthday party. | haven’t found comparable articles about
Jeannette and her other nieces and nephews.

e For more about Jeannette, see Jeannette M. Wasson (1847-1914).

Miss Mame Shultz, tho intermodi
oto teacher, ontertnined the Reading
Circle, Friday cvening, at the home
of Mrs. Jeannoette Sim. Thore were |
a few Invited guests’ including seve
ral young gentleman An inturost
ing program was given by the fo!
lowiog youog ladies Miss Shultz,
some fine instrumental musie, Miss
Jessio Brown, a solo, Miss Lou
Noyves guve o humorous recitation,
recoiving an cacore  She respoddad
with another  Then came charades
followed by refreshmants, which all
enjoyed  One intsresving feawuro
of tho evoning wus the presentation
of o purse contain Honty-two
dollars to Duncan , it being
the occasion of his twenty-second
birthday, .It svas presented, by hig
aunt, Mrs. Sims, , '

Wyoming Journal, April 25, 1907

By 1910, Duncan had taken over the ownership of the Sim Farm — what | refer to as the Sim-
Wasson Farm — from his aunt Jeannette. | have not turned up any news articles as to whether
this was a purchase or a gift. Family lore suggested that Duncan had inherited the farm from
Jeannette. But Jeannette didn’t die until 1914, and she died without a will. Without a will, a
husband or surviving children of her own, the farm would have gone to her siblings rather than
to Duncan had she owned it at the time of her death. In any event, Duncan now owned a
substantial 200-acre farm.
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Joe and Duncan lived on the farm until early 1912, when they “retired” from farming and moved

into town. Duncan rented out the farm for the next 10 years, until after he was married.

e For more about the Sim-Wasson Farm, see The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township,

Jones County, lowa.

Duncan as an Adult

Duncan appeared to have an active social life in the Onslow community as a single young man.

Misses ¥dith Spooner, Ramona Mill-
heim, and Messrs. Duncan Waegon and
(Jeorge Hubbel took in the play at Ana-
mosa, Monday night.

Monticello Express, October 17, 1907

Duncan \Wasson has gone - to Cedar
Rapids to epend Christmag with his
motber and gigters, who are there from
their home in Canada.

Monticello Express, December 26, 1907

Howard Hall enjoyed a surprise party
Friday evening by a numher of his
friends. The evening was speot by
gliving cbarades, playing Boston, and
singing. A sumptuoux suppor wos
served at 11:30. Those present were
Misses Ada and Syhil Waltera, Mildred
Lamey, Grace Miller, Hazel Schomer
ind Eva Paul, Prof, Moylo, Meaars,
Sl Wasson, Purl Walters, . Ar-
wour Gould and Nick Honmse. ~ A fine
timo was reported by all,

Anamosa Journal, November 18, 1909

-———rww —_———— -

Mr, and Mrys. A. D ngen, John
Spreeken and wife, 2 Waseon,
Nick House and H. cMaster at-
tended the stock show in Chicago last

woeek.
Anamosa Eureka December 9, 1909

Young Duncan Wasson
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Young Duncan Wasson

The Onslow baseball team, with Duncan Wasson, the lanky man second

from the left in the back row, beat the Wyoming team 5-2 in a June 1910

rivalry game.

sl .

Duncan Wasson strikes out here, but he had two of the team’s six hits and
scored two of Onslow’s five runs.

Wyoming Journal, June 30, 1910
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Duncan and Joe became increasingly active in livestock trading. They also started investing in
real estate, acquiring lots in town as well as farms that they would then rent out. Most of these
farms were in neighboring townships, but at least one was in Wisconsin.

Duncan Wasson is getting to be
quite a noted borse dealer, He at-
tended a horse sale, last week, at
Cedar Rapids, where he got some
heavy horses. He soon disposed of
them and Monday he went to Solon
to a sale, where hé expects to get
some more.

Monticello Express, December 8, 1910

Ira Stimson 18 here selling Wiscon-
sin Jands. He sold J. R. Wasson &
Son 200 acres and perhaps others.

Monticello Express, December 15, 1910

’ lowans at the Hotels.

Montrose: Harry S. Gray, Des
| Moines; E. L. Goff, Davenport; Thos.
‘Lambert, Sabula; C. F. McConnehy,
Clinton; B. Sudbury, Davenport; H. A.
( Joiner, Maquoketa; A. J. Abrams, Wa-
| terloo; W. W. Fowler, Tama; J. . Rus-
sell, Waterloo; Clarence Nichols, Vin-
ton.

Delavan: C. H. Forsythe, Waterloo;
W. F. Speer, Clinton; F. T. Powell,
Vinton; H. B. Norton, Sigourney; F. M.
Boone, Tipton; A. A. Connor, Iowa
City; F. J. Peck, Springville; G. P.
Walker, Waterloo; J. B. Lichty, Des
Moines; A. J. Davidson, Prairieburg.

Allison: W. C. Hendrickson, Es-
therville; J. W. nKickerbocker, Cedar
Falls; Geo. A. Wagner, Van Horne; C.
J. Thompson, Clinton; J. G. Chamber-
lain, Waterloo; S. Goldblatt, Waells-
burg; G. A. Yoakum, Eagle Grove; F.
' H. Killer, Dubuque; D. J. Wasson, On-
| slow,; J. S. Palmer, Vinton.

! Grand: W. P. Markland, Maquo-
| keta; V. H. Buchanan, Oelwein; J. H.
I.\Iurphy. Parnell; M. G. Gladstone,
| Bradford; Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Corwin,
t Anamosa; O. N. Ford, Central City; W.

A. Porter, Urbana; J. S. Haylik, New-

hall; J. G. Scott, Shipley.

Cedar Rapids Gazette, March 13, 1911
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Duncan bought his first car in 1911. That same year, he and Roy Beck rented the Ames Building
in Onslow so that they could start a pool room and barber shop. It did not seem to be a going
concern, however, as it was not mentioned again in the local news.

D uncan EZETE9has purchased a fine
pew zutomobile. Oh! my; how the
girls will smilo on Dhnean .

Wyoming Journal, July 13, 1911

¥ | Jelfries. I
Y1 Dusncun GFFETH and Roy Deck bavelp
D) rented the Amwes building and will

g{etart a pool room and barbor sbop, h
o Mera Jahn Nannican and ann Will

Anamosa Eureka, December 7, 1911

In 1912, Jeannette sold most of the property in Onslow that she and her husband David had
purchased years earlier to Joe and Duncan, all but the house on the corner of Anamosa Avenue
and 2" Street where she lived.

ABVUSAVOAIV, TUVY. VU. b

Jeannetto Sim to Jossph and Dun-

can J. (fhoen 14)¢ acres in Madison
{Twp., §2500,00, ;

: W. K. Pearson, Co. Tress. to M.
Anamosa Journal, May 2, 1912

(1 gt dutedibet bt | FENMIW A AR WY WAL S

Casbier Dcopison of tho Oanslow
baok, acd Duncan (5550 of the samu
town, were in Apamosa {or the putpose
of witnessing ' The Great Divide' last
Thursday evening. )

Dr. and Mrs LUeijinian left Wednes. !

Anamosa Eureka, December 19, 1912

— A s -

MUY Wil DUDIIM auvkau,

I

1| Jos Gitmen aod son of Onslow, last
y| Monday purchased a farm of Ubas,
y| Brutemaob koown as the Jake Stingley
place. IS is located on the Aramoea-
Wyoming road and contains 1Tl aocres.

The rural route ovarriers are now
Anamosa Eureka, October 9, 1913

Young Duncan Wasson 20
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Wasson & Son are buying horses,
and will ship a car tomorrow.

Monticello Express, October 13, 1913

.

Vasson & Son are doing quite a
land business. They have commenc-
ed buying farms, having bought two
withia the past week, in Jackson
townsbip, on the Wyoming and Ana-
mq_sa;.!ow"..o !

Monticello Enterprise, October 16, 1913

WEASNSE WY GEFGLE  SASWHAW WS AWV VWV STV swasY

Joe Uee? and son Duncan bave
bought the W. A. Houstman farm
north of Olin, The consideration was
8130 an acre.

Tha Millar & Narthav hlandad pattla
Anamosa Eureka, October 23, 1913

— e — — -

The auction sale of Mrs A.I: Pot-
ter last Saturday was well attended.
The old junk sold at good prices,
Wasson of Oaslow bid 10 the
real estate, paying $H16 00 therefore,
He alterwards sold the ground to C
B. Larkey, the horse buyer, whocon
vert it into o '‘play ground’’ for his
horses Mr. Wasson will tear down
the buildings and use the lumber on
his farm near Qoslow. [t was a fair
price for tbe lumber and ground
J. S. Brownell, the auctioneer, is to
be commended for the maoner in
which he conducted the sale.

Wyoming Journal, April 16, 1914
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Duncan (left) and his friend Will Dennison in front of his aunt Jeannette Sim’s house

About a week before she died, Duncan’s aunt Jeannette gave him her house in Onslow. Because
she died without a will, John Krouse — the widower of Jane Wasson Krouse who had previously
created issues for the family surrounding the estate of Jemima Wasson — recommended Clifford
B. Paul to serve as the estate administrator. Soon, Duncan was ordered to appear in court
regarding Jeannette’s estate. | assume this had to do with how Duncan had taken ownership of
Jeannette’s house shortly before she died, as the house otherwise would have been the primary
asset in Jeannette’s estate to be divided among her heirs. But this was soon resolved, and Duncan
set about getting the house fixed up before hosting an ice cream social there.

e For more about this house, see The Sim Town House and Properties, Onslow, lowa.

ARIVwIvIUS -ll.ll WYV,

PEgtate oli J::&:ettde e:}h:z.t Olifford B.
aul appoin administrator,

£3,000, On order of cours w
Wasson appeared ano was examined

before the court and ollicial reporter,
Datain af Mahian Talkianas [ PROEeyY S

Anamosa Eureka, June 25, 1914
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Mr, Glick of Anamosa, bas been here
for some time decorating and painting
Duncan Wasson's bouss, It is also
fitted up with very bandsome electrical
fxtures and is oge of the handsomest
places in town, I YSE

Anamosa Eureka, July 23, 1914

The sociable, we mentioned, last
week, to be on Dubncan Wasson’s
lawn, was a success in every way.
Dancan furnished the ice cream, and
opened tne fine home, which his
aunt, Mrs. Janet Simm, gave to him,
just before her death, to the com-
pany. This bouse is one of the best
in town, and recently, Mr. Wasson
has had Mr. Glick, of Anamosa,
working, for several weeks, on the
interior, decorating the walls of the
entire house, and it is said to be one
of the finest finished in the county.

Monticello Express, August 13, 1914

L WELD vary ab MeCliunicsviIiig,

Duncun of Onslow, was in
{town this week, carrying his right
‘tarm in a sling. He tore some of the

ligaments loose in the wrist while

:Iworking with some timbers.
Tl Quudawn vatuwnal +ha fiect AFf $ha

Anamosa Eureka, September 17, 1914

St =M

¢ Fell O Wagon.

Duncan Wasson was in town last
'| Thursday, looking a trifle the worse
for wear, He fell off a wagon—not o
water wagon—that momirtag. He got
| the fall as the wagon seat gave way.
When he struck the ground he landed|.
‘lon his face. When Duncan reached
here his benuty had been temporarily
damaged. We have the hope of the
fair sex with us in wishing that this
damage will not prove permanent.
[wagon wheel passed over his hand, in-
juring it but breaking no bones,

Anamosa Eureka, May 18, 1916
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Mrs. Jessie Wasson MceBride and
son, from Canada, are visiting Mrs,
McBride’s futher, Jos, Wasson, and
her brother, Duncan,

Monticello Express, January 27, 1916

Mrs. Jessle MeBride and son, Ho-
bart, returned to their home in Can-
ada, last week, after an extended
visit with the former’s father and
brother, Josenh Wasson and Dunecan,
Monticello Express, October 26, 1916

Pldys and Player's

The Three-Quarters Club minstrels
oceur Tuesday evening, January 2.
This=will be a novel and down-to-the-
. mute ~how, introducing songs, jokes
and novelties along the line of travel.
mg minstrels. Seats will be on sale
at Boam's drug storo tomorrow, and
there will be a4 big free street parade
at 7 "0 the mght of the show.

The vast includas 35 artists who will
entertain with blackface comedy. Mr.
Earl Boyer will be interlocutor. The
cast amd program follow i

Cast, .

Eml nien—Chas. Tyler, Will Fishor,
Dean Lawrence, Don Comstock, Clyde|1
Barker, Jack Edwards, C, A. Craig,|i
and Harry Platt.

Chorus—Fred  Althen, L. Berry, )
Earl Fife, Ray Faragher, E. Fisher, (
Ben  Harrison, Ralph Harrison, Al
Roglin, Ray Mills, Chester Miller,
John Johunnson, Fay Merrill, Armour|!
Gould, Howard Green, Hubert Metcalf,
Fay Shanklin, Jas. ITassell, F. L. Web-|*
ster, N Scherlinger, A. C. Robinson,
" E. Carrier, Doc Finnegan, J. A,
Corwin, John IFoarde, Duncan Wasson,
‘l;ln:io MebDaniel, George Zeuch, Roy

oslin,

Anamosa Eureka, December 28, 1916

o |iL
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Ed Beck, Ed Conley, Roy Beck and Duncan Wasson (right)

Duncan Fathers a Daughter

At some point in the summer of 1915, now-30-year-old Duncan impregnated Minnie June Wilker,
the 21-year-old daughter of Wyoming, lowa hardware store owner William Wilker and his wife
Minnie. Duncan and June’s daughter, Mary Ann, was born in Kansas City, Missouri on April 3,
1916.

However, Duncan and June never married. Mary Ann was adopted and raised by June’s parents
as their fifth child. There was no known contact between Duncan and the Wilkers at this point,
and Mary Ann was never acknowledged in the Wasson household. Duncan’s sons with his wife
Esther did not find out about Mary Ann’s existence until the 1980s.

e For more about Mary Ann Wilker, see Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020).

Life in Cedar Rapids

In August 1916, Joe Wasson married Edna Orr Hanna, a widow with three children. They initially
moved to Anamosa. In early 1918, Joe bought Duncan’s properties in Onslow including the house
Jeannette had given him. Duncan moved in with Joe and his new family in Anamosa while they
prepared the house to serve as their home.

By 1918, Duncan was working as a railroad brakeman for the Cedar Rapids & lowa City Railway.

At some point after Joe, Edna and her children moved back to Onslow in June 1918, Duncan
moved to Cedar Rapids. He was living in Cedar Rapids by early 1919.

Young Duncan Wasson 25
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Duncan Wasson (back row holding the flag) and the “Jones County Boys”, at the end of the
Great War (World War 1), November 11, 1918, on November 12, Duncan was appointed
assistant leader and special police officer for a group of local Jones County men who were en

route to Mobilization Camp at Camp Dodge at Johnston, lowa near Des Moines.

Duncan’s sister Jessie had married William McBride in 1903, and lived with him in Canada until
they separated and then divorced in 1919. She then moved to Cedar Rapids.

In 1919, Jessie and Harbison Orr decided to get married. Because a year had not passed since
her divorce, Jessie had to petition the court to allow her to marry again so soon. Once the court
granted her petition, Harb and Jessie were married on July 24, 1919 in Anamosa, lowa.

The newlyweds bought a small property on 23™ (Wilson) Avenue in Cedar Rapids, and moved
there once their new home was ready. Duncan moved in with his sister and brother-in-law. By
the 1920 U.S. Census, Duncan was working in auto sales or service (the occupation is partially
illegible) while still living with the Orrs.

Young Duncan Wasson 26
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E Dancaan J. ey to Joseph Was- |

soo Warr Dezd Lots 1, 2, 3, 16, 17,

. 18 & 190 Block 11 Also Lota 18, 14 15,
16, 17, & 18, Block 10 Oislow
. $4,000

(0)

.
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lin Record OR, February 21, 1918

Onslow, Towa, Feb. 10th. 1918
Duncan Wasson of Anamosa spent
® fow days in town last week.

Wyoming Journal, February 21, 1918

B W VEmWE W™ AW a

Duncan Free: of Cedar Rapids is
visiting his father and sister, Mrs. H.
'1Orr, ab this place,

Mhaca il v i dimbvctala s 2

Wyoming Journal, August 21, 1919

ONSLOW.
July 5, 1920.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hansen, Jr., of

Idaho, spent several days last week
in the M. M. Franks home.
. Mr. and Mrs. John Paul and their
little son and daughter of Moran,
Kansas, visited friends in Onslow
and Baldwin recently. They were
taking a motor camping trip.

Mr. and Mrs. Will Dennison have
Eone to Ocheyedan where they will
make their home.

Duncan ™™ of Cedar ‘Rapids,
‘Was at his father’s home a few days

. recently.
The barn danca at Rav Nuaslav’e
Anamosa Eureka, July 8, 1920

Young Duncan Wasson
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In September 1920, Duncan found himself in legal trouble when he was accused of the crime of
seduction. Seduction as a crime involved consensual sex where the consent was given based on
false claims or promises, such as a man promising to marry a woman in order to get her to agree
to have sex with him without actually planning to follow through on that promise. The case was
presented to a grand jury, but | found no further mentions of this case in the news, suggesting
that the grand jury did not recommend charges.

GRAND JURY ON JOB;
MANY CASES SCHEDULED

All members of the grand jury
were present at opening of court.
The seven impanelled were C. W.
Biggs, Marion; J. P. Callam, Ber-
tram; F. J. Dvorak, Cedar Rapids;
Clem Falcon, Mt;, Vernon: George
Gilchrist, Walker; J. A. Kris, Cedar
Rapids; C. O. Plumly, Waubek.

Judge John T. Moffit gave them
their instructions. F. J. Dvorak of
Cedar Rapids was made foreman of
the jury. There is a large amount
of criminal work to come up. Some
of the cases to be examined aré:
Isaac Anderson charged with lewd-
nesas: John J. Kohout, operating &
motor vehicle while intoxicated; Jac
Neville, threatening to commit
public offense; Earnest O'Deen, d&
sertion; Walter F. Shadle, criminal
assault; Tom “Merritt, t%
to commit a public offense;

Sysel, operating a motor vehicle

.while intoxicated; Clifford Oliphant,

criminal assault; Lewis Grim,

tion; Ida Silverstein, burning to in-

jure insurance; Joseph James, Ne-

gro, intent to commit murder; George

Nicholson and Gladys Wormer,

adultery; H. C. Beeson, conspiracty;
Duncan Wasson, seduction; Frank

Midkiff, desertion: William Jones

and Edward Corum, assault with in-

tent to murder; Clara Watkins

Goodhue, larceny; C. P. Kn.m;
embezzlement; Louls Pazdernik, op-
erating a motor vehicle while tntu-
fcated; Charles Carter, Negro boot- -
legging; Cenek Sysil and Mike Mar
son, liquor nuisance. 4

Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 14, 1920
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'] -Duncan paying a wisit
42t the home of his father and doing
1some work on the farm.

-"Ml‘t W = Smiith ratonrnnd hama
Anamosa Eureka, September 16, 1920

ONSLOW.

« W A

Little Ralph McMaster has been
very ill with pneumonia during last
week.

St. Valentine day received duc at-
tention in Onslow. The little folks
in Miss MeCune's school room had an
exchange box and the Presbyterian
young people held a valentine social
in the church basement.

Mrs. Charles Rowe was in Monti-
ccllo, Monday, attending the funeral
of Mr. Rynerson.

New babies have arrived at the
homes of Minor Bulloc and Tom Star-

- ry' ‘u - S~ .
Duncan Wasson was at his father's
home several days last weck. He
has been spending some months in|,

California.
Thoe Hannv imok camnanv will givel,
Anamosa, Eureka, February 17, 1921

- e Bm fa FA s A

— e e

Marriage

The 1920 U.S. Census record that showed the Harbison Orr household (starting on line 14) also
showed on the same page the F.H. Gensicke household (starting on line 40) where Esther
Gensicke was living. The Orr household and the Gensicke household were neighbors on the same
street, living just a handful of houses from one another.

Esther, a young school teacher, met Duncan in the spring of 1921, and as she put it, “a few months
of ardent courtship followed....” When Esther was attending summer school in Ames, lowa in
1921, Duncan pursued her, and he proposed marriage with a large diamond ring. Esther agreed.

Female teachers weren’t allowed to get married in those days, so Duncan and Esther eloped to

Galena, lllinois, where they were married in the parsonage at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church on
October 6, 1921, but they kept their marriage secret until the following spring.

Young Duncan Wasson 29
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church and Parsonage, Galena, lllinois, where Duncan and Esther were
married

Nnoan | Hating oo Etr, | @25/42'- B 4. 6t
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e sl Ooclrr Rodly /;;v-/
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Duncan and Esther’s marriage was recorded in the logs of the St. Matthews Lutheran Church in
Galena, lllinois. Note that both listed Cedar Rapids as their place of residence.

e For more about how Duncan and Esther met, see When Duncan Met Esther.
e For more about Esther, see My Story by Esther Gensicke Wasson.

The lease for the last tenant on Duncan’s farm near Onslow was up in early 1922. Duncan and
Esther moved onto the farm on March 20, 1922, and raised their family there. They sold the farm
and retired to Cedar Rapids in 1958.
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Esther Gensicke Wasson in her wedding photo, 1921

Duncan Lrareturned from Ce-

| ‘,‘.,. ' —\_‘,. o .(J 'A Ahpe oo L

"dar Rlpldl Mondw. wlth h:s-wxfe. i

He:was.married’ ’bctober 6th to MIS$

;l"hther__(.enancke of> Cedar R;plds.'\
They will: remde orn the groom 8 farm’|

oner rmle eut of town., Thay have

the good vmhen of. «all., "*’,’,f‘ ;

- o & g oy
47 ) o' -l -t ]

Wyommg Journa/, March 23, 1922
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Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Wasson, who
were recently married in Galena, 1IL,
arrived in town Monday morning and
after a stay of a few hours at the

= howarleft for their
W that | will see the clouds of gloem rel
Anamosa Eureka, March 23, 1922

Duncan and Esther lived on this farm east of Onslow, Jones County, lowa, from 1922 to 1958.

Prepared by Mark David Wasson
Last updated November 1, 2024
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